Welcome to Christ the King Academy 





Kindergarten Class
Welcome to kindergarten!  Your child has arrived at school with a wealth of knowledge and background that you have provided them over the past five years.  We hope to build upon those experiences and create a positive, safe, successful and FUN kindergarten year for your child.

We recognize that God has made all children unique, with varying physical, social, emotional and intellectual needs.  Through curriculum, social interaction and skill building, we will provide a developmentally appropriate education for your child. 

Curriculum

Our classroom curriculum, discipline and even the way we play are Christ centered.  The ABeka curriculum is used for Reading.  It is a phonetic approach with systematic skill presentation.  The program is designed to have reading, writing, language, phonics and spelling work together to reinforce the skills, sounds, and vocabulary introduced.  We begin right away learning letters and sounds.  As soon as we have enough vowels and consonants to form short words, we begin reading.  Typically around January, we will form reading groups and work on putting all of our phonics sounds in to words and sentences.  In addition to our phonics approach we will integrate a large selection of children’s literature.  

For two years, we have used a math curriculum published by Bob Jones University.  We have found it to be a well sequenced, thorough program.  The content includes number identification and value, sorting, counting, graphing, classifying, patterns, time, money, measurement, addition and subtraction.
We will be using the D’Nelian or modern manuscript for our handwriting in kindergarten.  This has been found to provide a much easier transition to cursive, which will be introduced in the first grade.

I am excited to implement a new science curriculum this year.  We have ordered it from Purposeful Design, a Christian publisher.  In unit 1, we will cover Life Sciences; animals, fish, birds and insects.  Our second unit will cover Earth and Space Science; seasons and space.
Kindergartners attend music class twice a week with Mrs. Rose.  She will introduce rhythm, identifying musical instruments by sound and she will teach a bit about the history of famous composers.
P.E. is great experience for all CKA students and we don’t want to waste any time getting to know Mr. Gilman.  Please have your student wear tennis shoes on the P.E. days listed on the calendar.  All day kindergartners may want to keep a pair of shoes at school or in their backpack to switch into on chapel days.
Bible

We have a Bible lesson daily with the exception of Wednesday which is Chapel day.  (Please see parent handbook for chapel attire requirements)  Daily, we will have a lesson, pray, sing together and practice our memory verses.  We will be memorizing 26 verses (A-Z), one verse a week starting the second week of school.  The verse cards will be coming home weekly in their folders.  Please review these with your student, maybe at the dinner table or when getting ready for bed.  Last year, one mom kept the verses on her dashboard and practiced them to and from school.

Dress Code

You will find a full explanation of the school’s dress code in the Student Handbook.  In kindergarten, the main thing to remember for girls is, skirts and dresses should not be too short.  For boys and girls, warm ups are not allowed at CKA.  This includes the kind with strips down the sides of the legs and velour sweat suits.  We will send a note home the first time we see a problem.  The second time, we will ask the office to call you and bring a change of clothes.  Thank you for your help in this area.  Again, please refer to the handbook.
Snacks

Students will be on a rotation for providing snacks for the class.  Unless it’s your child’s birthday, please send a nutritious snack to share like crackers, fruit, granola bars, etc.  The amount of time they will have to eat is about 10-15 minutes.  Each snack should be consumable in that amount of time.  The rotation will be listed on the monthly calendar.  Please check it.  If an emergency happens, we will have a reserve of snacks in our closet but will ask that you refill our reserve. Birthdays are the exception to healthy snack rule!  Feel free to send in whatever your child wishes share with the class.  Cupcakes or cookies are preferable to sending a cake.  Summer birthdays may be celebrated at the half or in June.  Please send in napkins, plates or whatever is necessary for serving.
· A note on Birthdays.  These are such important events for kindergartners, whether it’s their birthday or they’ve been invited to a party.  We understand that it is difficult at times to invite everyone or at least all of one gender to a party.  To avoid hurt feelings, we ask that invitations not be handed out in class unless everyone (or at least all of your child’s gender) is invited.  If you wish to have a small party, please mail invitations to the child’s home.  All mailing addresses are in the CKA directory and will be given out the first week of school.  

Water bottles should be provided weekly.  Please have your student bring one in on Monday, with their name on it.  They may refill it during the week.  Pull top lids are preferable to screw tops that can fall over and make a mess.  On Fridays, disposable ones will be thrown away, others will be sent home for washing.
Recess
All children go out for recess unless we have a written note from home.  The children play outside unless it is too rainy; therefore they should always bring a warm jacket with hood or cap in preparation for windy or cool weather.  If it is rainy, recess will be in the gym.

Show and Tell
Please limit the treasures being brought from home to assigned show and tell days.  You will note these on the monthly calendar.  To start off with, students will be given the opportunity to bring an item from home that starts with the letter of the alphabet we are studying.   We will begin this in October
 We will also get to know each other with “About Me” bags.  They can bring whatever they would like, as long as it fits in the bag.  Directions will be attached to the bag.  Watch for it in their backpack.  
Later on, each student will have an opportunity to be “Student of the Week”.  This is an exciting week when they can bring a pet from home, invite a guest reader and have lunch with Mrs. Henning.  You’ll get more information about this later.

Volunteers

Please!  I would love to have you actively participating in your child’s kindergarten experience.  I can always use an extra set of hands.  If you are interested in helping as a volunteer, there will be Parent Volunteer Questionnaire attached to the getting to know your student form.  There are many areas we can use you such as helping in class one day a week, completing small jobs at home, coming along on field trips and helping with special classroom projects.  Oh the list is endless.  Thank you in advance for your participation.

Homework

There’s plenty of time for serious homework down the road.  However, we do like to introduce it in kindergarten.   Your student will have a little something to do, once or twice a week.  All homework will come home in a special plastic envelope with a sheet for you to sign and return.  In the absence of homework, please spend time reading to or with your child.
End of the Day

This year, we ask that a.m. only students be picked up at our door in the hall.  We will dismiss them at 11:30.  Please be conscientious of other classes that may be in session around us.  All day students will be released at 3:00 at the ramp.  Students going to the Christ Memorial Children’s Learning Center will walk across the field to CMCLC with other CKA students.  Please inform the office if someone other than you will be picking up your kindergartner.

Conferences

There are two regularly scheduled conferences each year.  The first is in November and the second is in April.  If you would like a conference at any other time, please feel free to contact me at: "becky.calder@ckaeagles.com".  My home phone is 779-9019.  Please feel free to call me if you have a question.
Behavior Plan implemented in Kindergarten

Behavior is rarely a problem in our classroom.  I’m big on positive reinforcement and use it as my primary method for obtaining an atmosphere for learning.  If my usual methods aren’t working, I will use the card system explained below.

CKA’s lower grades (K- 4) have a behavior management plan based on a 5 color card system.

Green – You’re doing great!

Yellow – Here’s a little warning.

Orange – Let’s pray about ~ 1 minute in at recess
Red – Let’s pray about it and think about it ~ 5 minutes in at recess

Black – Time for a little chat with Mrs. Henning.


If a student’s behavior is inappropriate, we will ask the student to go turn their card to the next color.  Our policy will be to inform you if your student needed to talk with Mrs. Henning or if there is consistent days of staying in at recess.  Every morning is a new day.  Everyone starts on green in the morning.   We are hoping that by focusing on positive behaviors, the card chart will be used very seldom.

If you have any concerns in this area, please let me know.

Extended all day kindergarten

As you know, we focus on our core curriculum in the morning.  Our afternoon program is a time to relax a bit and to spend time in other areas our morning time doesn’t allow.  In addition to reinforcing curriculum taught in the morning, I teach sign language, character development, art and author units.  Each day we have a center time where students rotate through activities such as computers, play dough, puzzles, crafts or handwriting.  Students will have two additional P.E. sessions in the afternoon as well as two computer lab classes.  Each afternoon, students take a “brain break”.  Mats are provided; students should bring a light weight blanket from home.  
Contacting me
If you would like to contact me, my address is becky.calder@ckaeagles.com.
My home phone is 779-9019.
About myself

I thought you might like to know a little bit about my background.  I was born in Coos bay, Oregon and for the most part, was raised in Western Washington.  I graduated from Rochester High school and then from Seattle Pacific University in 1989.  I received a B.A. in Special Education K-12 and Regular Education K-8.  It was my Special Ed. Internship that brought me to Poulsbo.  When it was completed, I was hired by the North Kitsap School District to teach moderate to severely handicapped students at the high school level.  I taught there for 6 years.  

During that time, I met my husband, Rudy, at Christ Memorial and we were married in 1991.  I quit teaching full time to be a stay at home mom when Emily was born and eventually, Mindy.  For 8 years, I substitute taught for both North Kitsap and CKA.  I specifically requested as many kindergarten opportunities as possible.   At the time, I requested this so that I could get a feel for what was happening in kindergarten and to find out what I could expect for my children.  It was through that experience that two things happened. One, we decided to enroll at CKA.  We love this school!  And two, I learned that I had a passion for kindergarten.  What a blessing it has been to me!   

This will be my sixth year teaching kindergarten at CKA.  As a family, we attend Christ Memorial Church.  I enjoy to gardening, canning, scrap booking and reading.  

I feel honored and very privileged to be one of your child’s first teachers!
